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ON MEANS FOR EFFICIENT VACCINATION. 
BY GEO. M. LEESE, ESQ., M.R.C.S., L.S.A., STATIONARY VACCINATOR OF THEN, V. E. 


VaccINATION, as a safeguard against smallpox, being a point of great 
importance to the community at large—and having lately caused a dis- 
cussion at the Royal Medico-Chirurgical Society—allow me to offer a 
few remarks on the subject: which, with all due deference, certainly 
differ from some observations expressed by Dr. Gregory at the time, and 
in a letter subsequently, wherein he states, that “the prohibition to 
inoculate vaccinated persons is universal, and ought to be repealed.” I 
am strongly of the opinion that a repeal of the law of this country, in 
that respect, would be injudicious and mischievous, leading to many un- 
toward results—not merely, or even so much, to the individuals them- 
selves, as to others—by frequently producing epidemic variola. In the 
case recited before the Society by Dr. Webster, we find that one at- 
tack of variola (after vaccination), did not prevent a recurrence of that 
disease terminating fatally. Many cases have been known of persons 
marked from early life with variola, dying from a subsequent attack— 
secondary smallpox being usually dangerous. If, then, smallpox, with 
its numberless pustules, and dangerous concomitant fever, cannot always 
impart perfect immunity, why should vaccination be expected to accom- 
plish more ?—being in itself more mild, and limited in its action. Other 
infectious diseases, as scarlatina, pertussis, rubeola, &c., which usually 
occur but once in the same individual, although frequently exposed 
thereto, will under particular circumstances recur. What peculiar 
change may take place in one attack of either of these diseases, to pre- 
vent a recurrence, and its “modus operandi” on the animal economy, 
] leave to pathologists and physiologists to determine. I believe much 
to be effected by the specific irritative fever accompanying it ; so with 
vaccinia—a due quantum of febrile action should be induced, by a plu- 
rality of vesicles; and not to trust, as is often done, to a single one to 
impart permanent security ; for 1 have generally found the modification 
of subsequent variola to be in the inverse ratio of the severity of the 
previous vaccination—viz., that where it occurs in persons having four or 
six vaccine cicatrices, it is much more modified (and not fatal) than 
where one or two scars only can be found. Vaccination, to be e/-ficient, 
and impart permanent security, must be suf-ficient. Some peculiar con- 
stitutions are more amenable to certain medicines than others. ‘Thus 
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may ptyalism be caused in one individual by a grain or two of calomel ; 
but the majority of persons require more to produce the same action, 
Who can prognosticate how small a portion of mercury will invariably 
prove a salivating dose? Now, vaccine lymph should be administered 
in a saturating dose (if I may be allowed the term) to impart more than 
a temporary protection. 

I am aware that some of my medical brethren argue that one atom 
of certain animal poisons will by inoculation freely infect the system ; this 
may be the case with variolous pus, inducing innumerable pustules ; so, 
likewise, one syphilitic wound may, in due time, cause extensive rupia, 
eczema, &c., but the analogy is lost with regard to vaccine lymph, being 
in itself so much more limited in its action, producing only a vesicle, the 
seat of puncture, and not a general eruption. ‘The object, then, with so mild 
an agent, should be to make as strong an impression upon the constitu. 
tion as possible, to neutralize the inherent predisposition to receive 
smallpox ; and I believe the prophylactic power much to depend upon a 
due amount of pyrexia accompanying the progress of the vaccine vesi- 

cle, and especially during the existence of the areola, and to be of greater 
intensity with half a dozen vesicles than with one only. This was the 
opinion of my late father, and published by him as far back as the year 
1812; and the more I see of vaccine practice, the more I am con- 
vinced of the accuracy of the observation. I have seen very few per- 
sons bearing five or six distinct cicatrices, who have subsequently taken 
variola ; all, however, highly modified, and in no one instance terminat- 
ing fatally, the modification being generally in proportion to the number 
._ of vesicles that had been employed: on the other hand, many cases 
with one or two well-defined cicatrices, more or less severe, some un- 
modified, and occasionally fatal. These last are the cases where, to 
inoculate with smallpox pus, would prove not only dangerous to them- 
selves, but likely to disseminate a loathsome and destructive disease, 
far and wide, for in themselves the variola would not in all probability 
assume a papular form, not contagious as reported by Cazenave in France, 
and by Dr. Gregory before the Society ; but, in the vesicular or pustular 
form, more or Jess modified, and in proportion infectious ; a papular ap- 
pearance being only likely to occur in those who, being better protected, 
might have taken the disease by exposure in a similar form. I trust the 
government of this country (as well as of Austria) will not be induced 
to repeal the existing law, prohibiting smallpox inoculation, nor retract 
the offer of a temporary residence in Newgate to any person who shall 
infringe that law, and thereby introduce so direful a pest amongst her 
Majesty’s subjects; whether a law would be beneficial to render vacci- 
nation compulsory, is a matter for consideration. 

1 do not consider any person to have been satis‘ ictorily or effectually 
vaccinated, or likely to continue permanently safe, who can show but a 
single cicatrix ; nor have I out of more than forty thousand patients 
whom I have vaccinated, ever certified a case on the vaccine register as 
perfect and satisfactory with a single vesicle, but recommend re-vaccina- 
tion at a future period, not smallpox inoculation. 

I agree with Dr. Basham’s remark, that “ sufficient stress is not laid 
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upon the distinction which we thought ought to be drawn between per- 
fect and imperfect vaccination ; many of the latter, he believed, were 
those who were affected with variola.” And also in his remarks respect- 
ing vaccine cicatrices, many erroncous opinions might be avoided if more 
attention were bestowed upon the diflerence that exists between the 
good scar and the spurious ; also between the genuine vesicle and the 
spurious ; an experienced eye may usually detect the distinction. 

In the report read by Dr. Gregory before the Society, of 2854 pa- 
tients admitted into the Hospital from 1844 to 1850 inclusive, it ap- 
pears that of the wiprotected more than one third died—viz., i; 
whereas, of the vaccinated (however partially) only one in twenty, or 
3, ‘These figures do not agree with the table appended to his letter, 
in the same number of the Lancet, nor does one column tally with 
another. It should be borne in mind that this mortality took place in 
the old hospital at King’s cross, where of late years it has been noto- 
rious that many died of hospital miasm rather than variola, per se, and 
of the vaccinated, amongst adults only. It is to be hoped that the mor- 
tality may in future be greatly diminished by modern improvements in 
the new building, and the salubrious air of Highgate. 

1am much surprised to learn from Dr. Gregory, that “he had never 
seen modified smallpox in the young, either in private or public practice : 
neither had he read of it in books, or heard of its occurrence abroad ; it 
was only to be found in the adult.” Dr. Snow stated having atiended a 
case under three years of age. It has fallen to my lot to have seen dozens 
of cases of modified variola in children, after what I have denominated 
partial vaccination, showing that such will not prove prophylactic for 
«the period of fifteen years.” Space will not allow me to quote nume- 
rous cases, but | must for the present content myself with the following ; 
and referring to a letter from Dr. Gregory to myself respecting “ E. [. 
P., aged 12 years, who died in the Hospital, Dec. 19, 1850, of con- 
fluent variola ; no cicatrix perceptible” (reported to have been vaccina- 
ted by me, but the name cannot be found on the register). On visiting 
the family, [saw a brother of the deceased, under three years of age, 
having one cicatriv, with twenty or thirty variolous pustules ; also a sister, 
ayed 164 years, with three distinct cicatrices on each arm, with about a 
dozen papule. On the other hand, many instances might be added of 
longer security, where vaccinia had been employed in greater quan- 
tity and intensity, as in my propria persond, vaccinated in each arm 
in 1811, and frequently exposed to the contagion of variola. 

I consider re-vaccination of great importance ; for when persons have 
been freely vaccinated in infancy, the second insertion, even after an in- 
terval of twenty or thirty or more years, usually produces but slight ac- 
tion, progressing only for a few days, thereby proving that some pro- 
phylactic power still exists ; whereas, after partial vaccination, the effect 
is more abundant, and frequently as regular, as in primitive vaccinia, with 
areole on the eighth or tenth day. It is reasonable to infer, that if the 
latter cases are capable of receiving vaccinia a second time, with such 
intensity, they might sooner or later take variola ; and that such re-vacci- 
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nation may put them on an equality with those vaccinated for the first 
time. [ would mention, that since the Ist of January last I have in. 
spected 108 cases of re-vaccination (of all ages, but mostly adults) ; of 
thirty-seven, bearing from one to three cicatrices, much effect was pro- 
duced in thirty, and slight effect in seven ; whereas, of seventy-one, with 
from three to six cicatrices, much effect in five, and slight effect in sixty- 
6x—showing the value of quantity and intensity, in primitive vaccina- 
tion, to effect protection for a lengthened period. Some inoculated per- 
sons, and others who have had “ natural” smallpox, are as susceptible 
of vaccinia as those are of re-vaccination who previously had been but 
partially vaccinated. 

Much might be said respecting the quality of the lymph to be em- 

loyed, the period of taking it, manner of preserving it, mode of apply- 
ing it, &c. These are all points of interest, but which it is not my pre- 
sent intention to enter upon, nor will space permit. I believe that, with 
due precaution, vaccination is capable of producing as much security, 
without the danger, as smallpox inoculation ; not forgetting the valuable 
opinion of Chomel, “ that we cannot fairly exact more from vaccina- 
tion than from the smallpox itself.” 

Should any of the foregoing remarks induce some of my brother offi- 
cers in the vaccine-field to wield their weapons more freely (not destruc- 
tively), my object will be fully gained, and much loss of life prevented.— 
London Lancet. 


CASE OF CARIES AFFECTING THE ANKLE-JOINT—RECOVERY WITH.- 
OUT AMPUTATION OR EXCISION. 


BY T. D. LEE, M.D., NEW YORK. 


Tue patient, Lewis Tilton, was born in New Jersey, and is now 43 
years of age ; is of good constitution and temperate habits ; is by occu- 
pation a moulder in an iron foundry, and has worked at the business for 
the last fifteen years. 

August 23d, 1844.—Patient says that his health has not been good 
for the last four years ; that when slightly indisposed his lower ex- 
tremities always give him pain. In the summer of 1841, he had a su- 
perficial burn over the whole of the left foot, which was caused by melt- 
ed iron falling into his boot. By this burn he was kept from his business 
for one month, at the expiration of which a fistulous ulcer formed along 
the under surface of the phalangeal bones of the left great toe, which 
resisted many attempts to heal it by palliative surgery ; but gave him 
but little inconvenience. Patient is now confined to his bed. He 
complains, without having been subjected to any inordinate exposure, of 
chills, heat and pain over the whole body ; but the most acute pain is 
referred to the anterior surface of the left tibia. The limb soon be- 
came intensely inflamed, from the commencement of the middle third 
of the tibia, down to the phalanges of the toes. Patient was now put 
under antiphlogistic treatment, both general and local, for one week. 
Fluctuation was then detected over the middle third of the tibia ante- 
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riorly, and an incision made down to the bone, which gave vent to 
about sixteen ounces of pus. The bone appeared healthy, and the in- 
cision soon cicatrized, leaving this partof the limb sound. Several 
small abscesses now pointed about the ankle, which were opened and 
found to contain small particles of carious bone loose in the pus. On 
further examination it was found that the lower extremity of the tibia 
and of thie fibula, the astragalus and the posterior part of the os calcis, 
were in a state of caries. A probe could now be passed freely through 
the centre of the joint without any inconvenience to the patient ; and 
the rough surfaces of the bones could be heard grating on each other as 
the joint was moved. The fistulous ulcer was now laid open its whole 
length, which effected in a few days a complete closure. 

September |0th.—Patient has no fever, and does not complain of 
any pain. ‘The discharge of pus is about eight ounces daily. Appe- 
tite is good ; sleeps sound by night. Patient was now advised to make 
beefsteak the principal article of his diet. He was seen daily, and it 
was thought that he was obedient to directions ; but on the 20th of 
September he admitted that he had ordered his beef cut from the part 
where there was the most fat ; and finding that beef did not furnish as 
much fat as pork, he quit the former for the latter article. Previous to 
this attack he had never had any appetite for fat meat of any kind. 
From September 20th, to January Ist, 1845, patient was confined to 
his bed. His appetite for pork continued without any abatement. Of this 
article he would sometimes eat more at a meal than an ordinary laboring 
man for the day. ‘The quantity of pus continued as before, about eight 
ounces daily ; and floating fragments of bone were often observed. 
Cold water was the chief local application, it being the most comforta- 
ble to the feelings. Up to this time the patient gradually lost in flesh. 
From January Ist to April Ist, the quantity of pus gradually diminished. 
The patient now began to gain strength slowly ; and as his plumpness 
increased, his appetite for pork and fat gradually declined. Same dress- 
ings continued. 

April 10th.—The joint is now all closed except at one small orifice, 
of barely sufficient size to admit a probe, and from which there is no dis- 
charge. Patient walks about without any inconvenience. 

May Ist.—The orifice is completely closed, and the joint free from 
disease. Patient has returned to his former employment, and does the 
same amount of labor as before the attack. From May Ist, 1845, to 
February 19th, 1851, there has not been the slightest renewal of dis- 
ease about the joint, nor any pain occurring in either limb; while his 
health has been better for the last five years than for several previous. 

Present Anatomy of the Joint.—The tibia has lost one fourth of an 
inch in length, and rests upon the os calcis, with which it is anchylozed ; 
the fibula has lost one and a fourth inch in length; the body of the 
astragalus is reduced to the anterior extremity ; the os calcis has lost 
one inch of its posterior extremity, and is nearly on a line with the tibia. 
There is flexion and extension, with slight lateral motion of the part 
of the foot anterior to the tibia; the scaphoid moving on the extremity 
of the astragalus, and the cuboides on the os calcis. 
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The limb is one inch shorter than the other; and the foot one inch 
shorter than the right ; while the tendo-Achillis lies in close contact with 
the tibia. Patient walks without a cane on a high-heeled boot, and 
says the limb is as strong as the other. 

For a somewhat similar case the reader is referred to the London 
Lancet, July Ist, 1848, page 5. In this case it appears evident that the 
os calcis and astragalus were in a state of caries ; but it was believed 
that the internal parts of the ankle-joint were not implicated. Patient, 
though in failing health, strongly objecting to amputation below the knee 
or at the ankle-joint, and wishing to retain his foot, Mr. Thomas Wakley 
determined to remove the os calcis and the astragalus. ‘The operation 
was performed with success ; several small abscesses formed about the 
joint, which healed, while there remained flexion and extension of the 
foot ; so that with a high-heeled boot and a stick patient could walk 
very well. He returied to his former employment, that of a tailor, in 
good health. 

The result in the case which [ have reported was most satisfactory ; 
whether,a spontaneous cure would have resulted in the second, is some- 
what a matter of conjecture—New York Journal of Medicine. 


LIGATURE OF THE SPERMATIC ARTERY FOR THE CURE OF 
VARICOCELE. 


BY HORACE NELSON, M.D., OF PLATTSBURGH, N. Y. 


Mr. W. W., et. 22, of plethoric temperament and active habits, had 
for three years suffered from a large varicocele. The ordinary pallia- 
tive measures, such as the suspensory bandage, purgatives, quietude, 
cold applications, &c., had at various times been employed, with little 
or no benefit. During the last four months the disease had rapidly in- 
creased, and apart from the inconvenience resulting from the enlargement 
of the entire left half of the scrotum, the patient suffered severely from 
ageravating and dragging pains in the lumbar and hypogastric regions ; 
under these circumstances, he was kindly recommended to me by my 
friend Dr. Fitch, of Mooers, with the hope that I might cure hin 
radically. 

On Saturday, the 18th of February, assisted by my brother, I applied 
a ligature to the spermatic artery at the point where it passes over the 
body of the pubis. A strip of adhesive plaster was sufficient to retain 
the lips of the wound in apposition, cold-water dressings were ajplied, 
the patient ordered to his bed, and the scrotum to be kept elevated. 
The wound healed rapidly by the first intention, and on Tuesday, the 
2st, the patient returned home, a distance of thirty miles ; the scrotum 
of the original size, the pain had disappeared, and with it the venous 
enlargements. I have since heard from Mr. W., and now, near three 
months after the operation, there is no return of the disease, and there is 
no perceptible diminution, or wasting away, of the testicle. 

Every surgeon is, or should be, aware of the great and frequently sud- 
den dangers attending operations performed on venous trunks; from a 
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slight wound, accidental or surgical, suppurative inflammation is estab- 
lished, which, in the majority of instances, in spite of prophylactic and 
curative measures, leads the patient to an untimely grave. Numerous 
have been operations devised and performed for the treatment of vari- 
cose veins of the extremities, and of those of the scrotum in particular. 
The excision of the cluster of veins of J. L. Petit ; the pin and ligature 
of Davat; the potassa fusa of Mayo; the compressing forceps of Bres- 
chet ; the different methods of obliterating the venous trunks as_prac- 
tised by Phillips, Velpeau and Lallemand ; the temporary ligature of 
Liston and Warren; the excision of the scrotum by Astley Cooper ; 
the silver-wire ring of Wormald; and the numberless modifications of 
these different plans by various operators, are all attended with more or 
less danger, and followed-by a greater or lesser degree of benefit. 

Whatever plan the surgeon adopts for the relief of this distressing and 
not uncommon disease, he should always be guided by the following 
indications :—to select that plan least likely to be attended with sup- 
purative inflammation of the cellular structure and its propagation to the 
diseasesd vein ; and in the second place, to interfere as little as possible 
with the function of the testicle. 

Fully aware of the dangers and uncertainties attendant upon the va- 
rious plans I have briefly enumerated, I determined upon applying a 
ligture to the spermatic artery, as performed by Dr. Jamieson, of Balti- 
more [American Medical Recorder, 1825], for circocele, a nosological 
distinction more nice than wise, but like many others of too frequent use 
in medicine and surgery. The patient lying on the side of the bed with his 
legs hanging down, 1 made an incision in the direction of the spermatic 
cord, over the body of the pubis, and extended it over about half an 
inch ; the moment the integuments and cellular membrane were divided, 
varicose knots bulged out through the opening, which, however, were 
carefully pushed, and retained out of the way by means of a blunt hook. 
I now incised through the fibres of the cremaster, cellular and adipose 
structures, and exposed the cord. ‘The pulsations of the spermatic ar- 
tery were distinctly though feebly felt, as the vessel coursed over the 
pubis ; the tense and hard vas deferens at the iliac side of the artery, 
and the enlarged and tortuous veins above and somewhat to its inner 
side. With as much care as possible to preserve the relation of these 
different parts, nor to cut or tear more than was required, the ligature 
was carried from the iliac to the pubic sides of the artery, in order to 
avoid wounding the veins or vas deferens, and then tightened. The 
distended and tortuous veins immediately collapsed. ‘To a person ac- 
quainted with surgical anatomy no difficulty can be encountered in expot- 
ing and securing the artery, while the dangers to be apprehended from 
other operative processes are effectually prevented, at the same time 
that the cure is permanent. . 

The object of all surgical measures, being to reduce the calibre of the 
enlarged vein in changing the direction of the current of blood, by the 
division or ligature of the vessel, or inducing adhesive inflammation by 
the temporary ligature or compression, it follows that as the veins, whe- 
ther internal (spermatic), or external and superficial (scrotal), return a 
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column of blood furnished in most part by the spermatic artery, the 
obliteration of this vessel and the consequent immediate collapse of the 
veins, from the diminished quantity of blood flowing through them and 
now derived from the anastomotic branches, must be followed by a 
certain state and time of inaction, wherein the vessels are enabled to re- 
turn to their original diameter ; while their comparatively empty condi- 
tion allows them to course up the inguinal canal, and through the inter- 
nal iliac regions under the ileum, cecum, or sigmoid flexure of the colon, 
without being exposed to that pressure from any of these parts, singly or 
in combination, and which is the general cause of this disease. 

The relative effect of a ligature upon the spermatic artery as influ- 
encing the special function of the testicle in the secretion of the semen, 
is very readily explained ; whether the organ is deluged with blood, 
and increased in its general dimensions (hypertrophy), or whether it is 
partly starved out and gradually diminishing and wasting (atrophy), the 
same results are to be apprehended in both states—an impairment of the 
function of secretion, in the one case, from an augmented, and in the 
other from a diminished flow of blood, the eliminating process being 
feebly maintained for a variable period. The ultimate results are, how- 
ever, very different. In one case we have to fear disorganization of the 
parenchymatous structure, and inducing disease which ultimately calls 
for the extirpation of the testicle ; whereas in the other form, from the 
wasting of the organ, the patient is relieved from present suffering, and 
need apprehend no further trouble. j 

Although the spermatic artery, the direct source from which the tes- 
ticle derives its supply of blood, is obliterated, nevertheless from its nu- 
merous anastomoses with branches derived from the perineal, pudic and 
inguinal arteries, a supply of blood sufficient for the maintenance of the 
organ is secured, while the safety and success of the plan | have de- 
scribed entitles it to the consideration of every professional man who 
aims to contribute his mite to the general store of information, and who 
wishes not to be led on tacitly by the great masters who within the last 
few years have shed such brilliant light upon the surgical world.— 
Northern Lancet. 


POISONING BY THE OIL OF CEDAR. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medica] and Surgical Journal.] 


On the 2list of July, 18—, I was called to see Miss ————, who, the 
messenger said, was suffering from epidemic erystpelas, which prevailed 
in this region at the time, and my presence was desired as soon as possi- 
ble. At my arrival 1 found she had been already sick two days, and 
seemed rapidly sinking. Her face was swollen and livid, and the veins 
of the face, head and neck, were fully distended. Her eyes were some- 
what bloodshot, and the pupils dilated; but as the patient had been 
weeping, I did not know but the sclerotic congestion might in part have 
been caused by that. 

One half of the lower lip, and part of the chin, and down upon the 
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side of the neck, were much swollen, and of a dark hue almost like ec- 
chymoses from a bruise. The tongue and gums, too, were involved in 
a similar swelling and lividity, and the fauces in spots were denuded of 
their mucous covering. The patient seemed much exhausted, or in a 
state of prostration ; and although she made quite an effort to inspire, 
when the air passed out of the chest all strength seemed wanting, and 
the expiration was slow, and without assistance from the expiratory mus- 
cles—the chest appeared to fall together from its own weight. The 
pulse was fluttering, feeble and slow, not more than fifty-five in a mi- 
nute, and very irregular, The hands at times were clenched, and the 
jaws firmly fixed; but the patient said this was caused by the inten- 
sity of the pain in the abdomen, where the erysipelas had become 


_ seated—and so said her friends. 


On examining the abdomen, I found it swollen and hot, but with no 
appearance of erysipelas externally, and there was considerable disten- 
sion and tenderness at the pit of the stomach. The skin was dry and 
parched. The bowels had been quite loose the first day, but for the last 
twenty-four hours nothing had passed them. 

Such were the symptoms ; but | could not read from them that she 
was suffering from erysipelas: to me they plainly indicated another 
source for all these difficulties. The family were all very respectable, 
and the character of the girl unimpeached. Yet I could not avoid 
thinking of the Parisian physician, who was politely invited by his 
friend in the city, on his arrival in America, to visit a patient suffering 
from a strange and obscure disease. After proper investigation, the 
learned Frenchman pronounced her enceinte. The attendant said that 
could not be, for she was not married! “ Elle est enceinte”! replied 
the visiter. But,” said the family physician, “I tell you that is 
not possible, for she is not married, and, besides, she is a member of the 
church”! “ J do not know vat be dat disease you call de membre of de 
shursh,” replied the imperturbable citizen of the gay metropolis, “ but 
dis ting I do know, she be enceinte, and vill be ver vell per la encouche- . 
ment.” 

I requested a private interview with the patient, during which she 
acknowledged to me that she had taken over half an ounce phial full of 
what she called the ot! of savin—probably, however, it was the oil of the 
Juniperus Virgintana, as I had known this to be sold by a vender of 
nostrums in this vicinity, as a safe and sure means of inducing abortion. 
As the phial and the remaining contents were burned up, | had no 
means of deciding positively which it was, but do not think a patient 
likely to recover after swallowing that amount of the oil of the Junipe- 
rus Sabina, 

Under the use of Dover’s powders, mild laxatives, demulcent drinks, 
and external fomentations, in a few days the patient was in the enjoy- 
ment of comfortable health, but she never was very well for two or three 
months from the above sickness, when she left town, and I had no fur- 
ther knowledge of her. 

From information derived from her, and from others since then, J am 
of the opinion the oil is not unfrequently taken for the same purpose she 
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had in view ; and have no doubt proper measures would fasten the guilt 
upon those who incite to the horrid crime of murder from the miserable 
hope of making a little money from the sale of the poison.* 


Waterbury, Vt., May 15, 1851. C. H. CLeave.anb. 


THE PAST AND PRESENT STATE OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION— 
HOM@OPATHY. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Jonrnal.] 


Ar no period have the means for the acquirement or diffusion of medical 
knowledge been more various and multiplied, than the present—by the 
increased number of medical schools, the lectures of learned professors, 
the formation of medical societies, the writings of able authors, the 
abundance of periodical publications, and the thousand facilities afforded 
by new discoveries and inventions ; and yet, strange to say, the esteem 
and respect, in which the medical profession is held by the better in- 
formed members of society and the public at large, was never at a 
lower ebb than at this time. 

This is an anomaly, for which it would be difficult to find a parallel 
—unless we may be allowed, without profanation, to compare it with 
theology—which, equally at fault, has incurred the like penalty. Both 
pathology and theology profess to be taught and guided—the one by the 
book of nature, the other by the book of God—whence most of that 
which is practical and useful is readily acquired by the diligent ob- 
server. But both, in their turn, present a mystery “ which passeth under- 
standing,” for the solution of which they are in duty bound to abide 
the time when it shall please their Maker to give them a new set of 
organs, or a higher grade of intellect. But instead of this, with the im- 
patience of their primitive ancestor they must climb the forbidden tree 
of knowledge, where. soon lost ainony its numerous branches, or bewil- 
dered by their giddy height, they are prone to descend, to ascertain how 
far their airy visions comport with the accredited truths and established 
facts, upon which they had fondly built, and find them  irreconcileable 
—whence confusion of tongues, discordant opinions, multiplication of 
sects, and that unanswerable question, Who shall decide when doctors 
disagree s—which, become proverbial, has made more skeptics, in physic 
as well as religion, than all other causes combined. 

But dropping the parallel, and leaving theology in abler hands, it may 
be truly said that medicine has obstacles to encounter, peculiar to itself. 
Not only has reason, thus misapplied, proved an ignis fatuus to mislead, 
but that experience itself, upon which we had supposed we might safely 
rely, from the perplexities of the case too often proves fallacious. In 
the treatment of diseases, we do not duly consider that many of them 
are self-limited in their nature, or controlled by the innate conservative 
powers of the constitution—that cures may often be ascribed to the in- 
operative, and perhaps i injurious remedies we have employed, rather than 


* For other cases of poisoning by cedar oil, sapeetail by Drs 3. C. Wait, of the State of ene 
York. see this Journal for July 18, 1849. —Ev. 
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to the mysterious, but ever active, operations of nature. Hence the 
abuse of that proverb, “ post hoc, ergo propter hoc,” has been the pro- 
lific source of delusion in our therapeutics. 

In the exercise of the art of healing, the department which approaches 
nearest to certainty is that conversant with external diseases—where the 
nature of the case and the result obtained by art are so obvious to the 
senses, that he who runs may read—that is to say, the operations, instru- 
mental or manual, the manipulations and appliances, embraced by the 
comprehensive term, chirurgery. On this and other accounts, surgery 
should be made a primary object, in every system of medical education. 
Here the well-instructed aspirant treads on certain ground, and has no- 
thing to fear from the rivalry or impertinent interference of quackery. 
No man, without a competent knowledge of anatomy and the general 
laws which govern the animal economy, will venture to perform a capi- 
tal operation in surgery, at the risk of having his head broken by the 
by-standers. But between this, and the general practice of physic, 
there is a wide gulf; the passage of which, from the known to the 
comparatively unknown—from the circumference to the centre—is to 
be made with great caution and circumspection. It is entering a wil- 
derness, where he has often no other guide than a loose analogy, or the 
doubtful experience of himself or others—too conscientious to imitate 
the hap-hazard practice of the thousands, who kill abundantly more 
than they cure, and yet “trust they have a good conscience ”—and 
verily they have their reward, in this world at least. The duties of his 
mission often require a sagacity more than, human, and his best endea- 
vors are not always crowned with success. The ancients seem to have 
had a just opinion on this subject. In one of the oldest books extant, 
we find Homer eulogizing the sons of A®sculapius, who accompanied the 
Grecian army as surgeons merely —* skilled our wounds to heal” ; but 
when a pestilence was raging, the result, probably, of a hot sun in a 
hot climate, acting upon a camp of a hundred thousand men, the first 
thought was the offering of a hecatomb to Phebus. 'This may be 
called superstition ; but, reader, was it not, both in theory and practice, 
as rational to endeavor to propitiate the god who was supposed to be 
inflicting the calamity, as to trust to infinitesimal doses of some inert, or 
perhaps hurtful medicine ? 

Such in spirit was the practice of Hippocrates, the ackowledged fa- 
ther of physic—the unequalled accuracy of whose observations of the 
phenomena of disease, and the wisdom of whose practice, have stood 
the test of more than two thousand years—and such his confidence in the 
conservative and restorative powers of nature, when by a due regard to 
reginen, left free to exercise those powers—reserving the exhibition of an 
active medicine till clearly indicated—which, however ridiculed by modern 
heroes as “the expectant plan,” has been found the most prudent and 
successful in the majority of diseases. And such nearly has been the 
practice of some of the wisest physicians in all ages—studious observers 
of the rise, progress and termination of diseases, awaiting clear indica- 
tions for the exhibition of medicines, and carefully selecting those which 
a strict analogy or experience may to their judgment suggest—prefer- 


340 Past and Present State of the Medical Profession. 


ring otherwise “a masterly inactivity,” and hopeful confidence in the re. 
cuperative powers of nature, to the blind and officious interference of 
art. Not so, however, with the mass, the more ambitious of whom 
have obtruded system after system, and, promising what they could not 

erform, have discredited medicine as an art, and annulled it as a science, 

Enlightened men, in an enlightened age, who give the tone to public 
opinion, could no longer be blind to the vain pretensions of such a class 
of men—and without taking much pains to discriminate, have lost their 
confidence in the profession. Such, however, is the love of life or fear 
of death, that drowning men will catch at straws—and thus in extremis, 
a physician may be called in as a last resort, or for form’s sake, and a 
cock sacrificed to Aésculapius, with little faith in his divinity. 

Thus for the last fifty years, the field. has been open to adventurers, 
and they have not been few or inactive. Of this legion, homeopathy 
bears the bell at present—upon which, therefore, the writer, with all be- 
fitting gravity, will hazard a few concluding remarks. 

A ship that sails under false colors may well be suspected of some 
piratical design. Had the advocates of this system, if such it may be 
called, been actuated by a sincere zeal in the cause of humanity, or an 
honest wish to promote the usefulness of the healing art—instead of an- 
nouncing it by a startling paradox, or palpable untruth, calculated, by 
its novelty and boldness, to astound rather than convince, in short to get 
up a sect in opposition to the established practice—they would have 
availed themselves of the acknowledged imperfections of that practice, 
insisted upon the futility of employing such a multiplicity of medicines 
of doubtful efficacy, recommended a more simple mode of practice, and 
greater reliance on the salutiferous eflorts of nature, and that rigid at- 
tention to diet which gives nature free scope for the exercise of her 
restorative powers—to prove, by fair example rather than trickery, the 
superiority of their plan—to prove, in short, that no medicine was better 
than too much. Such language, decorously urged upon the candid of 
the old school, might have operated as a wholesome rebuke, and remind- 
ed them of the adage—* fas est ab hoste doceri.” But this would not 
have answered their purpose, knowing, as they did, or ought to have 
known, that these opinions and arguments had been entertained and 
urged long before Hahnemann dreamed in Germany, but urged for the 
advancement of practical medicine, not with the selfish and sordid view 
of founding a new sect upon the ruins of an old one—which is_ the 
obvious aim of these innovators. Delenda est Carthago, seems to be their 
watchword—your house must come down, and ours go up—by mining 
or counter-mining, or other art of strategy. To accomplish this, a fur- 
ther tax upon public credulity must be imposed—knowing, or shrewdly 
guessing, that the bulk of mankind are, in this respect, like a certain 
saint, often quoted, more ready to believe a thing because it is impossible. 
They are taught to helieve that a part is greater than the whole ; that a 
millionth part of a grain of oyster shell is more efficient than the whole 
shell, swallowed at once ; that a vial of this dilution once shaken is a 
panacea—twice shaken, a deadly poison ; with other marvels of this sort, 
which when well digested by the proselyte, he may ever after be counted 
upon as a patient ! 
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What is to be the destiny of this new aspirant after medical ascend- 
ancy, or rather after the loaves and fishes of public favor, who can tell ? 
This world is given to change. Metamorphoses, as great as any recorded 
by Ovid, are taking place daily in all the walks and conditions of men 
and things. Nil admirari, to think nothing strange—is the motto for 
him who has long witnessed these vicissitudes. To foretell the fortunes 
of the child of to-day, requires the gift of propheey. The most un- 
promising cub that was ever engendered, may by assiduity be licked into 


shape— 
* Till often seen, familiar with its face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.” 


Of homeeopathy in particular, I have only one other remark to make. 
The man who makes this stmilia similibus curantur his rule of action, 
to be consistent must calculate to lead a single life—for he will bardly 
find a wife who is not tenacious of a very opposite creed—contraria con- 
trariis curantur. SENEX. 


DISLOCATION OF THE RADIUS, OF SIX WEFKS’ STANDING, RE- 
DUCED BY THE AID OF CHLOROFORM. 


(Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


I. H., athletic and dissipated, was thrown in a scuffle, falling forward, 
his hand striking the ground, and his antagonist falling on his arm from 
behind, displacing the head of the radius forward. He applied to a 
physician, who, being undecided as to the nature of the injury from 
much tumefaction of the part, advised lotions, &c., and rest. Six weeks 
afterwards, | was called on to examine it. The swelling had abated, 
the joint was slightly bent, and susceptible of very little motion. A 
surgical friend, whom J invited to assist me, applied Jarvis’s adjuster, and 
made extension in a line with the humerus until the instrument was 
broken, without any benefit. He was then put completely under the 
influence of chloroform, and I proceeded as follows :—It was the left 
arm ; the humerus being well supported by the assistant, | grasped the 
arm near the elbow with my left hand, placing my thumb strongly be- 
tween the two bones ; then seizing the wrist in my right hand, the re- 
duction was accomplished by three principal motions, viz., forcing the 
head of the radius outward with the thumb of the left hand, and rotat- 
ing the bone outward and flexing the fore-arm strongly with the right. 
It required all my strength for ten minutes ; the adhesions were felt and 
heard to give way successively, and when the limb was brought up to 
nearly a right angle the head of the radius was easily made to resume its’ 
natural position. ‘The patient was entirely unconscious of the operation 
until he saw his arm bent at a right angle and suspended in a sling 
across his breast. I venture to say that few more unpromising cases, con- 
sidering the kind of dislocation, the time elapsed, and the quality of the 
subject, are met with in practice. H. N. Mattison. 
Centreville, R. 1., May 18, 1251. 
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BOSTON, MAY 28, #651. 


EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

Constantinople (continued ).—Some of the hospitals for soldiers and 
seamen in Constantinople are well located, and enough expended on them 
to meet the requirements of the sick. I cannot go into particulars, and 
indeed there is nothing peculiar in their internal affairs. Many of the 
convents have hospitals attached, for the accommodation of those of their 
own creed,—as the Armenians, Greeks, &. They also take care of their 
own insane. Of the kind of treatment this class of sufferers receive, [ 
must defer mention till my return. Besides practitioners in ample abund- 
auce, there are female physicians in Constantinople who enjoy an envia- 
ble reputation for skill, and receive the highest commendations, from the 
throne to the mud hovel. Even Europeans, and residents from the Unit- 
ed States, place confidence in them, as practitioners. They are called 
gillingeet women—which means, as nearly as anything, cure-all females, 
They are generally women fifty years of age and upwards—a suitable 
period for uncovering their faces—being the wives of Turks, and ordinarily 
Turks by birth. Their medicines, as far as I can ascertain, are pretty 
much like the New England diet drinks that were formerly prepared by all 
good mothers, in the vernal season, for their families, whether sick or well. 
Whoever makes inquiries, while staying in Constantinople, will be told of 
awfully incredible cures by the gillingeets. The fact is, they know nothing, 
and while they are amusing the patient, nature sometimes gets the upper 
hand in spite of them, and a miraculous cure follows. The character of the 
malady is not of the least importance—the remedy always being essen- 
tially the same. I know of a lady who is represented to have an obscure 
disease of some of the bones, who had sufficient confidence in one of these 
old women to pass through a series of Jiquefactions, but no way to her 
benefit. 

Practitioners about town must necessarily be numerous, though the city 
isa healthful one. How they are found by their patrons is a mystery, 
since door-plates are rarely seen, and could not always be read if they 
were. Asin Paris, where no practitioner puts out his name, those who 
desire their services must hunt them out. They ordinarily walk, as an 
attempt at riding, even on horseback, in the narrow crowded streets, would 
be too slow a movement if they have much to do. Apothecary shops, in 
the Frank quarter, are frequently passed, resembling those of our own 
cities, but much smaller, Any one may obtain medicine by paying for it. 
A new medical house is going up on the European side of the Bosphorus, 
not far from the new palace, which is also approaching completion, on the 
water’s edge—a far finer ‘ingly residence than is usually seen in England, 
France or Austria. Probably a part of the medical building will be devot- 
ed to other purposes, since it cannot possibly be required for mere lecture 
rooms, or library and cabinets. It is four stories high, and as large on the 
ground as Faneuil Hall. The manufacture of medicine for the public 
service may be contemplated, after the customs of Naples and Lombardy. 
Who has been instrumental in coaxing the council of state into the erec- 
tion of such a monster habitation, has not been ascertained. I am quite 
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surprised at the elegance and stateliness of some of the royal residences. 
The palace on the Bosphorus, erected by Mahmoud the Second, just be- 
fore his death, now in the occupancy of his son, the Sultan, is lighted with 
gas. The marble pillars, the richly ornamented iron gates, the masonry, 
&e., took me by surprise. The new palace, which is to be ready for the 
sacred family in three years (five having expired already since the com- 
mencement of the undertaking), is unsurpassed for harmony of architectu- 
ral embellishments. It looks more as I fancy a palace should, than any 
heretofore seen in Europe. At the navy yard I was equally surprised at 
the beauty, number and magnitude of the ships of war. One carries 140 
guns. Most of the vessels, however, are decaying, and have a ruinous 
appearance. They are without sailors, and consequently shamefully neg- 
lected. Some of the Sultan’s steamboats are models of excellence. Of 
course they were all manufactured by European artisans. Christians are 
employed in and about all the public works. They alone have the genius 
and perseverance to carry out designs in any department of the public 
service. 

A partiality for the science of law has induced me to watch the processes 
in the courts here. Whoever has the most buckshiesh for his honor, the 
presiding judge, is sure of a decision in his favor. Within a year, how- 
ever, something like a reformation has actually commenced, I am assured, 
in the courts. Cross-questioning has been introduced, an unheard-of no- 
velty before to the stupid Turks. I have been present when a creditor 
complained of a debtor for not making punctual payment of his debt. The 
way of enforcing the decrees of the court in such a case, is short and never- 
failing. Ifa man cannot pay, and the judge is convinced of his inability, 
he is sent to prison for 90 days. when he passes through an ordeal equiva- 
lent to swearing out; but a day or two before, the creditor, by hook or 
crook, will contrive to get him out, perhaps on a pretence that a way is 
opened for payment, a religious holy day is approaching, and so on; and 
if he succeeds, he then, by law, can thrust him back again for 90 days 
more, and even repeat it as often as he succeeds in outwitting his debtor, 
The Rev. Mr. Holmes, from the United States, a man whi is better ae- 
quainted with the institutions of Turkey than any Frank whom it has been 
my happiness to meet, assures me that there are actually good-sized writ- 
ten commentaries on law, by some of their celebrated doctors. All their 
jurisprudence is founded on the doctrines of the Koran ; but there always 
has been, and will continue to be, peculiarities in cases, for which their 
so-called inspired book has made no provision. Consequently the cadis 
have been thrown upon their own responsibility, and these precedents now 
assume the form of manuscript volumes, to which reference is had im difii- 
cult matters. Some of these have accompaniments, or comments upon 
comments—* Coke upon Lyttleton ”—to give a clearer understanding of 
the author's views. All these are executed with a pen, nothing being 
printed ; for, as often before said, they have neither literature nor the sem- 
blance of a printed work. However, let a decision be determined as it 
may, there is invariably a power behind the screen to set the whole aside, 
or procrastinate, till both parties die, without knowing which is the better 
off for the lawsuit. 


Smith's Minor Surgery.—This work, by Henry H. Smith, M.D., As- 
sistant Lecturer on Clinical Surgery in the University of Pennsylvania, 
is a Most useful work for medical students and junior practitioners; and 
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indeed might be‘profitably consulted by the seniors of the profession. We 
agree with the author, “that it is in the very simplest matters, that the 
young practitioner soonest hesitates;” therefore, a work like this is of 
some importance, alike for study and for reference. Nearly two hundred 
pages of it are devoted to describing the method of preparing compresses, 
tents, and bandages, with their various modes of application. In fact, 
every thing appertaining to minor surgery is treated of in detail, aided by 
well-executed engravings. We have given our opinion of this work ina 
previous number of the Journal. The present is a new edition, aud con- 
tains additions and alterations, which, altogether, make it superior to the 
previous one. 


Meeting of the Massachusetts Medical Society—The Annual meeting 
of this Society takes place to-day at Worcester. In our next number we 
shall endeavor to give some account of the proceedings, should any of them 
prove of general interest. Undoubtedly there will be a full attendance of 
the members, as it is expected that matters of much importance will be 
acted upon. 


New York State Medical Society—The Transactions of the Medical 
Society of the State of New York, for the past year, has been received. It 
jis quite a large document, containing 248 octavo pages. The annual ad- 
dress was delivered before the Society and members of the Legislature, at 
the capitol, in Albany, by Dr. Alexander Thompson. The theme was most 
proper for the occasion, and must have produced a favorable effect upon 
the legislative body. There are included in the volume various papers by 
members of the Society, on subjects which are alike instructive and inte- 
resting. At an early day, it will afford us pleasure to refer particu- 
larly to them. 


Hampden Sidney College, Virginia.—The annual catalogue and an- 
nouncement of the session of 1850-51-52 of the medical department of 
Hampden Sidney College, Richmond, Va., has been sent us. It appears 
that there were 90 students attending the lectures, 26 of whom received 
the honors of the College. We should judge, from the circular, that the 
Faculty possess every facility for furnishing its students with a good medi- 
cal education. 


Naming and locating Diseases.—It is very curious to read in the jour- 
nals of the day, the names which are applied in certain cases to diseases, 
It is evident that the friends of the patient are zvformed upon the subject 
by their medical adviser, or else such names would not be given. For in- 
stance, we see in the bills of mortality, that persons die of consumption 
of the throat, liver and blood; neuralgia of the bowels; rheumatism of 
the bowels, &c. &c. It may be well enough for some to apply such am- 
biguous terms to disease in order to cover a defect in diagnosis; yet we 
think it unbecoming the scientific and regular practitioner to give a name 
to any diseased action without some definite conception of its character. 


Obituary Notices.—It is with painful emotions that we see announced 
the death of Dr. Samuel George Morton, of Philadelphia. Dr. Morton's 


= i 
— 
| 
if 
a 
= 
= 
| 
f 
— 
— 


Medical Intelligence. 345 


name is familiar to the medical profession and to men of science in every 
part of the globe. His indefatigable zeal for collecting the crania of the 
different races, together with his extensive research in archeology, placed 
him in a high rank among the scientific men of the age in which he lived. 
Doubtless some of his friends will furnish a biography for the press, part 
of which we shall endeavor to transfer to our pages. Dr. Morton was 
among the early subscribers to the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
and has remained on the list ever since. 

Intelligence has been received of the death of Dr. Wm. L. Wingate, of 
Federalsburg, Md. Our informant states—‘ Our village has lost one of 
her most valuable citizens, whose place cannot be easily filled. He was 
esteemed by all, as a physician, citizen and friend.” Dr. Wingate was 
among the list of our respected southern subscribers, and it is a pleasure to 
learn the estimation in which he was held by his fellow townsmen. He 
died on the 15th ult., of consumption. 


Death by Supposed Mal-practice.—We find the following account of 
supposed mal-practice in a New York Journal. 

“Coroner Geer, for the last two days, has been engaged in investigating 
the cause of death, on Wednesday morning last, of Mrs. Eliza Ann Aus- 
tin, wife of John J. Austin, residing at No. 15 Leonard street. It appears 
that Mrs. Austin, when taken sick, was attended by Dr. Belcher, under 
whose treatment she appeared to be rapidly recovering; but, on Thursday 
last, through the earnest request of a Mrs. Hartill, an acquaintance of the 
deceased, a self-styled doctor, named George Hays, and his wife, both pro- 
fessing to be clairvoyants, residing at No. 116 Spring street, were admitted 
to the apartment of the deceased. Hays at once, as is alleged. put his 
wife to sleep, and while in that state, she said that Mrs. Austin had in- 
flammation of the lungs. Hays then applied leeches to the lungs, and a 
carrot poultice. Some other medicine was ordered, and taken, and in ten 
hours after the visit of Hays and his wife Mrs. A. was a corpse. A post- 
mortem examination was held by Dr. Franklin, of 36 Greenwich street, 
who found the coating of the stomach much softened, and greatly inflamed, 
caused in his opinion by poison. The right lung was also much congest- 
ed. The stomach and its contents were given to Dr. Chilton, for analyza- 
tion, who discovered quantities of morphine in it. The jury empannelled 
in the case, together with the Coroner, will meet this morning, at the Coro- 
ner’s office, for the purpose of hearing from Dr. Chilton the ful] result of 
his examination. Hays and his wife have been arrested, and are now in 
prison awaiting the result of the inquest.” ; 


The late Session of the American Medical Association —We have not 
yet seen a full report of the daily proceedings of the Association. Two 
numbers of the Charleston Courier have been handed us, containing the 
doings of part of two days. From the report of proceedings on Wednes- 
day, we copy the following. 

Dr. Storer, of Boston, Chairman of the Committee on Obstetrics, read 
the Report on that subject. He stated that he had received a letter from 
Dr. Thompson, of Illinois; that he-was the only member of the Committee 
who had aided him in any degree. He mentioned this fact, because he 
had to hold himself entirely responsible for all the inaccuracies, &c. 

Dr. ———, of New York, moved that the Report be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 
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Dr. Robertson, of South Carolina, moved that the statistical tables of Dr. 
Ramsay, of Raysville (Ga.), alluded to in the Report, be stricken out, as the 
author was not a reliable man. 

Dr. Storer seconded the motion, and requested that every member of the 
Association who had observed any inaccuracies in his Report, might correct 
such errors, as he wished to make his paper as accurate as possible. 

Dr. Bond moved to postpone the Report until morning, which was se- 
conded by Dr. Gilman. 

A short debate here ensued ; when it was finally agreed to re-commit 
said portion of the Report, to be corrected and laid before the Association 
in the morning. 

On Thursday the matter was again called up, when Dr. Storer reported 
that he had erased the statistics referred to yesterday, and that he placed 
the Report in the hands of the Association. Dr. S. said that there was 
objection to his remarks on the subject of Dr. Gilman’s paper on the spe- 
culum. He asked that he be permitted to remove the unnecessary 
expression of opinion in regard to that subject, for although he considered 
his criticism in the paper referred to as perfectly just, he was unwilling to 
wound the feelings of any member of the Association. 

Dr. Bond, of Md., remarked that there were charges in’ these reports 
which he did not individually endorse ; but which go out in a book, under 
the sanction of the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, the Report was referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 


Worcester District Medical Society—The late Dr. C. W. Wilder.—At 
the recent annual meeting of the Worcester District Medical Society, held 
on the 14th inst., the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously 
adopted, as the voice of the Society. 

Whereas, a distinguished Fellow of this Society, has, since our last 
meeting, been called to pass on to his reward, and believing that duty to 
ourselves, as well as to the departed, requires that the event should be 
suitably noticed, therefore 

Resolved, That in the death of Charles W. Wilder, M.D., late of Leo- 
minster, on the 12:h of February last, at the age of 60 years, a Fellow and 
Counsellor of the Mass. Medical Society, and late President of the Wor- 
cester District Medical Society, we feel that medical science, trath, and 
humanity have lost a friend, and an ardent and consistent supporter, and 
the community a citizen, to whom they had given repeated proofs of their 
confidence. 

Resolved, That by Dr. Wilder’s legacy of €590 to this Society, and of 
$20,009 to the Massachusetts General Hospital, for the relief of indigent 
patients, he has displayed the generosity of his character, and exhibited an 
example of Christian philanthropy and benevolence. 

Resolved, Tnat we desire to bear testimony to the high respect which 
we entertain for the character of the departed, as an intelligent, skilful and 
humane physician, and that we lament the loss which we sustain, in com- 
mon with our fellow citizens, and as members of the same profession in 
which he labored. 

Resolved, That we most respectfully tender to the family of the late Dr. 
Wilder our sincere condolence and sympathy. 

A true copy of the record. (Attest.) Wm. D. Peck, Secretary. 

Sterling, May 22, 1551. 
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Churchill's Theory and Practice of Midwifery.—This is a new Ameri- 
ean, from the last improved Dublin edition, with notes and additions by 
D. Francis Condie, M.D. We are indebted to the publishers for a copy 
of Condie’s edition of this favorite text book. The original work is too 
well known, and its value too universally acknowledged, to require any 
comment. The notes of the American editor are judicious and important, 
and add to its worth, Weare ever gratified and instructed by the labors 
of the author of our standard treatise on “ ‘The Diseases of Children.” 

D. H. S. 


The Botanic Medical Institute at Worcester.—We are glad to learn that 
through the exertions of Dr. Graves, of Lowell, who has been an active 
meniber of our State Senate the last season, the bill that was passed to 
grant to the Botanic School at Worcester the power of conferring medical 
degrees, which should convey all the rights, privileges, &c. of those from 
Harvard University and the Berkshire School, was modified on Satur- 
day, the last dvy of the session, by a provision, that “the title of the de- 
gree shall be designated by some appellation to distinguish it from those 
of graduates of other modes of practice.” 


New Lunatic Asylum in Massachusetts.—The Committee of our State 
Legislature on Charitable Institutions—Dr. Graves, of Lowell, Chairman 
—have recommended the erection of a Second Hospital for the Insane, and 
an act was accordingly passed, the first section of which is given below. 

“ His Excellency the Governor, with the advice and consent of the 
Council, is hereby authorized and empowered to appoint a Board of three 
Commissioners, who shall purchase an eligible site in such section of the 
Commonwealth as the said Commissioners may deem expedient, and 
cause to be erected thereon a suitable hospital for the care and cure of the 
insane ; the accommodations of such hospital to be sufficient for two hun- 
dred and fifty patients, a superintendent and steward, their families, and 
all the necessary subordinate officers; and the said Commissioners shall 
have power to make all contracts, and employ all agents, necessary to carry 
into effect the powers hereinbefore granted: provided, that the aggregate 
expenses and liabilities, incurred by virtue of said powers, shall not ex- 
ceed the amount of one hundred thousand dollars. And the said Com- 
missioners shall present all their accounts to the Governor and Council, to 
be by them audited and allowed from time to time, as they shall deem 
proper.” 


~ Manaren,—In Albany, N. Y., on the 20th inst., Samuel H. Freeman, M.D., to Miss Sarah 
Elizabeth, daughter of Gideon Hawley, LL.D.—At Providence, R. 1, Benj. D. Dean, M.D., of 
wich, Ct., to Miss Eliza A. Woodward, 


Dixp,—At Georgetown, Mass, 19th inst, David Maghill, M.D. LL.D., aged 65.—At Port- 
Norland, Oregon, Dr. J. C. Hooper, formerly of Frankfort, Me. 


Deaths in Boston—tor the fortuight ending Saturday noon, May 24, 146.—Males, 82—temales, 
64. Accidental, 2—apoplexy, 1—inilammation of bowels, 2—disease of bowels, 1—disease of 
brain, 2—bronchitis, 3—burn, 1—consumption, 35—convulsions, 2—canker, 2—croup, 5—cancer, 
2—diarrhoea, 1—dropsy, 2—dropsy of the brain, 6—drowned, 4—debility, 1—exhaustion, 2— 
erysipelas, 1—fever, 1—lung fever, 3—typhus fever, 1—typhoid fever, 1—scarlet fever, 2—rheu- 
matic fever, 1—fracture, 1—hamorrhage, 1—disease of heart, 8—hooping cough, 3—intempe- 
rauce, 1—infantile, 7—inflammation of lungs, 2—marasmus, 3—measles, 9—neuralgia, 2—puerpe- 
ral, l—old age. 4—pleurisy, 3—smallpox, 5—teething, 3—disease of throat, 1—tumor, 1—un- 
known, 2—worms, 1. 

Under 5 years, 57—between 5 and 20 years. 14—between 20 and 40 years, 33—between 40 
and 60 vears, 27—over 60 years, 15. Americans, 62; foreigners and children of foreigners, 84. 

The above includes 2] deaths at the City Institutions. 
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Plymouth District Medical Society —A meeting of the members of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society from several of the towns in Ply- 
mouth County, was holden at Abington, the 14th inst., for the purpose 
of forming a District Society, in conformity with the By-Laws of the 
parent society. The meeting was organized by the choice of Dr. Thaxter, 
of Abington, as Chairman, and Dr. 8. A. Orr, of East Bridgewater, Sec- 
retary. It was Voted, That the members present form themselves into a 
Society, to be called “ The Plymouth District Medical Society,” and that 
they now proceed to the choice of officers of said Society for the ensuing 
year. The following gentlemen were then chosen :— 

Dr. Paul L. Nichols, of Kingston, President ; Dr. Winslow Warren, of 
Plymouth, Secretary; Dr. Alfred C. Garratt, of Abington, Treasurer ; 
Dr. James M. Underwood, of Abington, Librarian ; Drs. Timothy Gor- 
don, of Plymouth, Samuel A. Orr, of E. Bridgewater, and Josiah S. Ham- 
mond, of Plympton, Censors ; Drs. Ezekiel Thaxter, of Abington, and Ti- 
mothy Gordon, of Plymouth, Counsellors for the Mass. Med. Society. 

The first stated meeting of the Society, as provided by the By-Laws, 
will be held at Abington, the 2d Wednesday in November. 


Meeting of the Superintendents of Insane Hospitals ——The Association 
of Medical Superintendents of the Insane, met in Philadelphia on Monday, 
May 19. The following permanent officers were chosen :—Dr. Luther V. 
Bell, of Massachusetts, President ; Dr. lsaac Ray, of Rhode Island, Vice 
President ; Dr. Kirkbride, of Pennsylvania, Secretary. 

A paper was read by Dr. J. M. Galt, of Va., on the impropriety of treat- 
ing persons afflicted with other diseases in the same institution with the 
insane. Dr. N. Cutter, of Mass., read a paper on the nature of stramoni- 
um and its value in the treatment of the insane. The association were to 
be in session several days. 


Suit to recover for Medical Services.—A suit was tried in the Supreme 
Court in New York, last week, brought by a physician named Ab. Creve- 
ling, against Jared L. Moore, executor, to recover for medical services to 
the late Mrs. Frances Coy, for a series of years. The items of the bill 
consisted of 400 visits, at $2 per visit; 250 visits, at $2 per visit; and the 
balance for attending sundry patients at the request of the deceased. The 
jury gave a verdict for plaintiff, with $1963. 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. H. G. Clark has been re-appointed City Phy- 
sician of Boston.—In the report of the Grand Jury, that judicial body 
certify, that after full examination, they found no sufficient cause to indict 
Dr. William Clark, of Boston, charged with causing the death of Mrs. 
Rosanna D. Leavitt, by attempting to procure abortion, and he was there- 
upon discharged from custody.—Dr. George Hayward, of this city, drew 
the £80 prize from the London Art-Union.—A bill has passed the Legis- 
lature of California, establishing a State Marine Hospital at Sacramento, 
and appropriating $30,000 from the State Treasury for that object.—Dr. 
H. J. Anderson, of New York, formerly a professor in Columbian College, 
who was associated with the Dead Sea Expedition, under Capt. Lynch, 
has made the generous donation of $1000 to the fund which has been 
raised for the benefit of the orphan children of Lieutenant Dale. 
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